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2008 First Extr{ordinary Session
of the Louisiana Legislature

Financial Disclosure

Act No. I ofthe 2008 First Extraordinary Session requires certain public oi l icials 10 i i le
annual t lnancial disclosurc statcmcnts. The la$ gcneral ly provrdes thrco levcls of
rcport ing. infonral ly reltrred lo as ' t iers." I ' ier I  applies 10 slatewide elected ol l icials.
the ser:retary or chiel exccuti\,e oi-cach dcpartmcnt ol statc govcmmcnt, and ccrtain othcr
exccutivc branch offi cials.

Indivicluals in l  ier I  are gcncral ly rcqulrcd to l ' i lc ccnain spccif ic infbrmation conccminS.
thc lbl lowing tbr thc indir idual and spouse: ( l) osoupalion irnd emplolment: (2)
busincsscs in rvhich the indi! idual or spousc holds ccrtain posit ions or ccrtain orvncrship
interests; (3) sorlrces ol incomc rcccived by the indiviclual or spouse f iom the slate. a
poli t ical subdivision. or certain gaming interesls: (: l)  other sources ol income in exccss ol
$1,000 rcceivcd by the individual or spouse (providcs a l initcd cxccption tbr ccrtuin
inibnnation relative to protissional or consult ing services); (5) immovabLe propeny
valucd at o\cr S2.000 ownecl by the individual or spousc: (6) jnvcstmcnt sccuri l ics valucd
at over S 1.000 (pro\ ides exccptions): purchascs or sales of immovable property. sbcks.
and other scclrr i t ics valucd at ovcr S1.000; and (7) l iabi l i l ies erceeding $10,000 (providcs
cxccpiions). Except 1br amounts of iDcorne receivcd from pLrblic sourccs and gamrng
intcrcsts, amounts are disolosed by categorl of\ 'aluc. Thc statcmcnt is duc by May I 5 of
cach year in which thc pcrson holds an offrce or posiiion in 'l rer I and during the ycur
lbl lo\! ing thc tcnninarion ofthe holding oi the o1licc or posit ion.

' l ier l l  applies to: ( l)  cach mcmbcr ofthe state legislature; (2) each person holcl ing a
public off icc rvho rcpresenls a voting distr ict havirg a population of 5.000 or morc
pcrsons; ( l) cach mcmber of the Board of Ethics and the ethics adnlir istralor; (,1) cach
member oi-the Statc Board ol Elcmcntary and Sccondary Education: (5) each member ol-
a statc board or commission rvho receives a salary or other conrpcnsation tbr such publlc
sen,ice of$16,800 or more pcr )ear; and (6) cach mcmbcr ofa statc board or commrssron
which has thc authority to cxpcnd, disbursc, or invesl $1.000,000 or more ol- iunds in a
tiscal ycar.

Much ol thc int irrmation required to be reported under' l ier l [  is the same as l ier l-
although thcre arc di l lercnces i] ]  thc information rcquircd to bc rcportcd conrcmrns
incomc. invcstmcnt sccuri l ics, purchascs and salcs, ancl l iabi l i t ics. An indir idual
rcport ing under'f ier l l  may f i le his statenent lbl lorving May l5 and rvrthin 30 days oi '
i i l ing his tax retum 1br thc period on which hc is rcport ing so long as hc inlbn]ls thc
Board of Ethics pnor to thc May l5 dcadlinc that hc rvi l l  do so. Addit ionallv. thc
cltcgodes of!alue are di l lcrcnt lbrTicr IL

'I  
ier l l l  covers each person holding a public ot ' f icc who rcprcscnts a voting distr ict havir lg

a population of f'cwcr than 5,000 pcrsons and cach mcmbcr of a state board or
commission which has the authority to expend, disburse, or invesl rnore lhaD S10.000 but



lcss than S1.000,000. Individuals report ing undcr Ticr l l l  arc only rcquircd to rcport
ccrtain incornc fionl public and gamjng sources.

A candidate is also required to file a financial stalemeDt lbr the ollice fbr rvhich he is
running. Thc t i1lng is duc within l0 days of thc t inrc thc pcrson bcconcs a candidate. a
status which may bo assumcd when the pcrson takos ccrtain actions, including acccpting
contributions. making expenditurcs, or t lual i lying for the electioD.

Once filed. the financial statements are public records subjcct to thc public rccords larv.

Pror'ldcs pcr day latc fincs for t'ailing to rcport or lailing to accuralcly rcpon required
inibrmation, which may be imposed fol lorving a 14-day dcl inqucncv nolice prooedure.
Thc Board oi Ethics is rcquircd to post a l isl  oi del inquent l i lcrs. Also provides crimrnal
penalt ics for ccrtain knorlrng and rvi l l ful fai lurcs.

Thc rcport ing rcqujrcnrcnts lbr Tjcr Iand Ticr II  bccome ell 'ective January 1.2009. Thc
rcquircmcnt for Ticr l l l  bccomes cflcctivc January l ,  2010.

Prohibited Contracts

Act No. 2 of the 2008 First Extraordinary Session prohibits Iegislabrs. statc\.vidc clcctcd
off icials. ccrtain cxccutivc branch otl icials, thc Board ol l thics. and the ethios
administrator along with spouses and cenain lcSal cnti t ics of such ofl icials l iont untcring
into any contract with state go\,emn1erlt. Also prohibits the immediate lanlilv mcmbcrs
(other than the spouse) of such officials and ce(ain affiliatcd lcgal cntitics ii"orn cntcring
into a contract with state govemrnent that is not publicly bicl or compctrtivellr ncgotiatcd
through a rcqucst tbr proposal proccss ir1 accordancc rvith larv. lhe law also applcs to
former ol l icials for a period of onc ycar fol lowing tcnnination oi-publie seniee.
I{eponing ofal lowed contracts with slatc govcmmcnt is rcquircd annually by July ).

A number of exceptions arc providcd. including actions taken b comply with statc law,
ccrtain retai l  sales, public assistanco bcncfits, admission l ies lbr e\cnts open lt l  the
public. ccrtain contracts ibr enlplo],rnent b1' a licensed hcalth carc prol'essionrl. and
agreements lbr thc provision ofscrviccs bv slale govemment pro\idcd on thc samc tcnns
and condit ions available to similarly situatcd pcrsons. The Larv provides ldr complction
ofccrtain contracts and fbr rcnc$'al under oertain concli t ions.

Also prohibits slatewide elected ofl ioials, lcgislators, ard ccrlain executive branch
officials from cntcring jnto ccrtain disaster conlracts fundcd with f'cdcral dollars $hich
are approprialed by the statc. Also rcquircs rcpo ing ol disaster contracts fundcd \r ' i th
fcdcral dol lars. A numbcr ol-exceptions are providcd.

Admission to Events

Act No. 19 oi thc 1008 First lxtraordinary Sossion, cf-fcctivc \ larch 10. 1003. replaced
the general exception to thc cthrcs codc \rhich al lorved clectcd olf lcials k) rcccj\c elJrt. !D



things ol cconomic valuc rclatcd to cultural and sporting cvcnts with a ncrv, much norc
restr ict ive provision which al lorvs an elected ol l icial to accept complimentary admission
to certain e\ cnts as lbl lows:

(l) A civic. non-prol l t ,  cducational, or poli t ical cvcnt I l  the elected oi l icial is a
program honorcc, a spccch prcscntcr. or a pancl mcmbcr.

(2) A i ishing tr ip, huntjng tr ip. or golt outing lF such tr ip or outing is associated
with a oandidate's, elected ol l icial 's, or organization's fundraising event opcn to
the general pubiic AND the elected olficial is a prognrn honoree, a speech
prcscntcr, or a pancl mcmbcr at such cvcnt, trip, or outing.

And rvhich specifroally prohibits:

( I  ) Admission to any profcssional. scmi-profcssional. or col lcgiatc sport ing cvcnt.

(2) Any l ishing tr ip. hunting tr ip, or gollouting NOT allowcd in (2) above.

l\leal Limitations

Act No.9 olthe 2008 First Extraordinary Scssion. cff ict ive March 10.2008. provides a
limit on thc valuc ol food, drink. and refreshmcnt ccrtain pcrsons arc allowcd to givc to
public servant.

Prcscnt law provisions in the elhics code l imrt the reccipt of food, drink. or rcfrcshrncnt
by a public servdnt to the acceplance ol lbod. drink, or relrcshment consurncd whilc thc
pcrsonal gucst of thc givcr. Thc ncw pro."ision rcstr icts thc value of food, drink. or
reficshment that a person may givc to a public sen,ant to no more than S50 tirr singlc
event. Begjnning in July ol 2009. requires the Board ol Lthics to adjust the $50 l iDrit  in
accordancc rvrth increascs in thc Consumcr Pncc lndcx. Pro\idcs that thc valuc of loocl.
drink or refreshment given at an event to which a group or organization of public scn anls
is in\ ' i lcd shall  bc dctcmincd by dividing thc cost ol the giving by the number of
invi lc(js. Fufther provides that tho l imitation docs not apply to a gathcring hcld in
conjunction with a neeting o1-a Dational or regional organization or a mccting oi n
statcwidc organjl/ation of govcrnncntal olllcials or employees.

Ethics Education

Act No. 3 of the 2008 First Extraordinary Scssron. rcquires each elected oif icial lo
reccive one hour oi cthics education and training cluring cach ycar of thc tcnr ol 'ol l icc.
Rcqulrcs ncwly clcctcd off icials to receive at least one hour in the l irst nincty days of
ol l ico. This is applicablc to slatcwidc clcctcd otf ictals, legislalors. and publLc senrce
cornmissioncrs rorv and rr i l l  be applicable to al l  other electod off icials bcgirrning
January.20l0. Beginning in 2009, rcquircs cach lobbyist to rcccjve training on the
lobbylst dlsclosurc laws and thc applicable provisio:rs ol the ethrcs code. Bcginnrng rn
2012. requires every public senant to rcccrvc at lcast onc ycar of ethics lraining each
year ofpublic ernplolmerlt or serrice.



Ethics Adiudicatorl Board

Act No,23 ot thc 2008 Filst Extraordinary Scssion provides relative to thc cnforccmcnt
of la*s rvithin thcjurisdict ion ofihe Board ol Ethics. EffcctiVc Augusl 15.2008. the Act
creates lhe Etllics Adjudicatory Board, to be comprised of scvcn adninistratjve la\\'
Judgcs randornly selectcd by the dircctor of thc dir ision of administrati \ 'c la$ to serve
one-vear terms. Providcs that the adjudioatory board sits in rotal ing t lrrecjudgc pancls io
conduct public hoarings on thosc nattcrs rvhich the Board ol I l thics. atter an
invcstigatjon. has detennined should be adjudicatcd. Prorides that i f  thc adjudicalor),
panel determincs thal a violation has occurred, i t  also prcscribes penalt ies or othcr
sanctiorrs. The law requires thc Board of Ethics to issue a dccision adopti l lg the decision
, ' f  l hc  ddJuJ r ( . r l o r )  p rn r l  r r r t h i r r  { .  J .11 . .

Declaratorv llthics Opinions

Act No.2,1 ol the 2008 First Extraordinary Session, ruthorizcs thc Board oi Ethics 10
issuc a dcclaratorv oprnion which dcclarcs r ights, status, and othcr lcgal relatlons
established by thc cthics code or othsr law within thc board's juriscl ict ion. Providcs that
thc pLrrpose ol suoh declarabry opinlons is to settle uncertainty and aflbrd relief to a
person or agcncy ln matte$ relahng to thc laws, opjnions, and construction of Ia* s and
opinions within the jurisdict ion ol the board. Provides that such decldrabry oprnrons arc
dccisiorls ol the board and reviervablc by thc First Crrcuit Court olAppcal.

Board of Ethics/Oualifications

Act No. l0 of thc 2008 Firsl Lxtraordinary Scssion requires that at lcast 3 of f ic
Covemor's lppointccs to thc Board of l- thics be attomcys wilh at least l l  ycars of
cxpcricncc. Also requires, each ncwly appointed ethics board mcmbcr to be publicly
certificd b-y thc cthics board stafias having completed a trainin8 prograrn regarding all of
the provisions of law undcr thc Jurisdict ion of thc board prior to attending a mcctinS ol '
thc board in his ol l icial capacity or part icipating in any capacitv as a ntcmbor ol ihc
board.

Ethics Education Designees

Act No. l l  ofthe 2008 f irst Extraordinary Ssssion requircs thc persons designatcd by a
state agency to providc cthics infbrmation to thc public sen,ants in that agency to havc at
lcast 2 hours of cthics cducation ard training prior to being designatcd. Rcquirr:s al lcasr
one olthosc dcsignees in each statc cxccutive branch dcpartncnt to be rn attomcy.

lVhist leblo$crs

Act No. 5 olthe:008 First Extraordinarv Session protccts a public employcc who repofts
whal he reasonably believes incl ioates a violation ol any law or of an1 order, rulc. or
rcgulation issued in accordancc with law or any othcr alleged acts of improprietv related
to thc scopc or duties of public cmploynent or public oft icc u,i thin any branch ol state



govcmment or any polilical subdivision &e!]lblgg!! oi discipline or reprrsal. Prcscnt law
alrcady providcd protcction lion1 discipline or reprisal fbr rcpofiing said such acts of
alleged impropriely.

Lobbyine & Lobblists

Act No. l3 olthc 2008 First Extraordinary Session. effcctivc January 1,2009, requircs
executive branch and lcgislativc branch lobbyists to eleotronically rcgistcr and reporl
monthly lobbying expenditures on cxccutivc branch and legislative branch ot'ficials ancl
cmployccs and on an ol l icial 's spouse and minor chi ld. Requires a lobbyist to disclosc
any business rclat ionship that thc lobbyist or his employcr (or pnncjpal) has or'  hacl $ i th
such an ol l icial or his spouse during thc prcvious l2 months. Addit ionally requir( 's u
lobbyist to rcport lobbying incomc by ranges of valuc and to l ist cach subject mattcr
about which he lobbies. Allorvs an immcdiate i 'a:ni ly :nember of a lcgislator 1() bc a
rcgistcrcd lobbyist if the person was a registcrcd lobbyist for one year prior to hccnn ng
a lamily mcmbcr ofthc lcgislator or one ),ear prior to the init ial clcction ol thc l( jgjslator.
Prohibits such a lobbyist lrom lobbylng the legislator or corrmunicating with any public
cmployee assigned to the distr ict olf icc of thc lcgislator, any public cmploycc rv)rose
primary duty is to assist thc individual legislator. or, i f  thc lcgislator is a chairman, any
public employee assigned to his comrnittcc concenling any matler rvhich may be the
subjcct ofactjon by the legislature.

Inspector Ccneral

Act No. 12 of the 2008 First Extraordinarv Scssion croates the Oft lcc of Inspcclor
Gcncral in thc cxccuti\'c bmnch of stale govemmcnt to cxamine and investigatc waslc,
inefl iciencies. mismanaScmcnt, misconduct. abusc. f iaud, and corruption in the cxcuuti!c
bmnch. Requires the lnspector Ccncral to receive certilication as a Ccrtilicd lnspcck)r
Ccncral lioln thc Association of Inspcctors Ceueral- I'rovidcs that the inspecbr gencral
is appornted for a 6-ycar tem1, subject to rcmoval by thc governor Nith concuncnce o1'
thc lcgislalure.

Local Ethics Boards rnd lnspcctor Cenerals

Act No. l l i  olthe:008 First Extraordinarv Scssion authorizcs any municipali t l ,  governed
by a homr: rule chartcr rvhlch has a population in exccss o1250.000 persons according to
thc latcst fcdcral desennial oensus to crcatc local et l t ics ( jnt i t ics. including but not lLmited
to an cthics rcvicrv board or olllce of inspector gcneral ol both and to dcsignatc the local
ethics eDtity, ethics rcvicw board, or ollice of inspcctor gcncral as a law enforccmcn!
agcncy. Addit ionally authorizes thc municipali ty 1() confcr upon thc local cthics rnrir).
ethics rcvicrv board. or ol l ice ol inspector gcncral al l  investigative po$crs and privi leges
ncccssary lbr a law enlbrcement agcncy under state law. including acccss to computcr
s)-stems, information maintaincd lbr the use ol Iaw cnfircement personncl, and any
inlormatjon contained in the criminal history record xnd idcntificaliolt iilc ol thc Burcau
of Criminal Idcntif ication and lnlonnatiorr.



Nepotism

Act No.6 ofthc 2008 First Extraordinary Session clarif ies that d wil l lul violation ofthe
ncpotism provisions in thc cthics codc subiccts thc agcncy hcad, nrcmbcr ol thc
govcming authority. thc pubLc cmploycc having authority to hirc and tlrc thc cmploycc.
and the immediate supervisor of the employee to penahies even if  such persuls are not
thc immcdiatc fanri ly ncmbcr ofthc cmploycc in qucstion.

Recusal

Act No. 8 of lhe 2008 First Extraordinary Sessiou reqr.r ires an elected ofl icial kr recusc
himsclf from voting on a mattcr which would bc a \ ' iolat ion of elhics code provrsrons
prohibit ing part icipation in certain transactions inrolving his Sovcmmcntal cnl i t),  i t1
which hc or an al l i l iatcd pcrson or legal cntl ty has a substantial economic intcrc\t.
I  Iowcvcr. al lows an clcctcd off icial to part icipate in djscussion and debate conoerning the
matter i f  he verbally discloses the naturc of hjs conll ict or potcntial confl ict during such
discussion and debate and prior 10 any vote taken on the matter.

Circumvcntion of thc Code

Act No. 15 ofthc 20(l l3 First Extraordinary Scssion prohibits a public ser\ant or other
person f iom translerring lrny thing ofeconomic valuc or any assct, intcrcst. or l iabi l i ty to
al1y person or govenmental entity lbr the purpose of circumvcnting anv provision of the
cthics codc. unlcss ihc transfcr is irrcvocable. Spccil les that a transler shall  not bc
inevocable i i  there exists any legally enforceable agrccmcnt or authority which i1'
cxcrciscd or cnibrccd $ould rcquirc or authorize any asset. intcrcst. or l iabi l i t) '
transferred by the public sen,ant or othcr pcrson to rcve back to such public scn'ant or
othcr pcrson.

Donated lcgal scrvices

Act No. 7 ofthe 2001J First Extraordinary Scssion provides an elhics excepti(D 10 al low
public servants to accept l iee legal senices donatcd by an attomc) l icensed t(, prJetrec
law in Louisjana purslrant to a progranr (such as the Wil ls lor I lcrocs Progran) adopted
bl/ thc Louislana Bar Association providcd that the program is ccrt i f icd by thc association
to and accepted by the Board ofEthics.

Cubcrnatorial transit ions and inauguration activit ics

Act No. , l  of the 2008 l irst Extraordinary Scssion l i l ) ] i ts contributions to thc
gubematorial transit ion and inauguration from any one person to $10.000. Prcscnt law
rcquircs a rcport of contributions to be l i led no latcr than the sixt ielh day a1ler
lnauguratron.



Candidacv and Ethics

Act No. 16 ofthe 2008 First Extraordinary Session requircs cach candidatc for public
ol.fioe lo certily that hc docs Dot o\rc any outstanding ethics flne, fee. or penalty at the
time of i i l ing his notjcc ofcandidacy. Rcquircs the Board of Ethics to bring an action or
join an actjon objcctin8 to the candidacy ofany person who lalsely cert i l ies such iact.

Use of Campaiqn F'unds

Acts Nos. 26 and 27 ofthc 2008 First Extraordinar-v Session prohibit a persol l iorn using
canpaign funds to pay cthics fines. fees. or penalties. Further prolidcs $ith rcspcct to
campaign f inance l lnes, iees, or pcnalt ics, that only thc pcrson who was assessed the
campaign iinance iinc t'cc or pcnalty can pay it, either with personal or campaiglr firnds.

CnmDaign Financc Reports

Acts Nos. 17 nnd 25 of the 2008 Firsl Extraordinary Scssion rcquirc ccnain poli t ical
committccs and candidates 1br rnajor and distnct ofticcs to electronically file .-i.rrrpi.rign
l inance reports. Poli t ical committees with $50,000 or morc in contributions or
expenditurcs must begin to electronical ly f i le in July o12009 Malor and Ll istr ict of l ice
candidatc with contributions or cxpcnditurcs in exccss of 525.000 must bcgin to f i lc
clectronical ly on January 1.2010, with al l  major and dislr ict ot ' f icc candidates fr l ing
< l< ( t r . 'D r . c l l )  bcg r rn rng  Jan r . r r i  l .  201 -

Canvassing Expcnditures/Crime

Act No, 27 of the 2008 First Extraordjnaty Scssion requires each person, othq than a
candiclate oI poli t ical committcc, rvho makes an cxpenditurc lbr purposcs ol ccnrnssing
to submil iD writ ing to thc candidate or poli t ical committcc on \\ 'hosc bchalf such
expcnditurc was made the name, addrcss. and lhc last four digits ol th(j  social sccurity
nurnber of each individual to whom such an exDendilure was madc. Providcs thal i l  is a
le)ony for any pcrson to commit an intentional cnmjnal violation ofrequircment to repoft
on cxpenditures 1br can\assing. subjcct to a f ine of not more lhdn twice thc amount o1'
such expenditurc or compcnsalion or imprisonment, with or without hard labor. tbr not
more than f i \ ,c ycars, or both. Delines "intentional criminal Violation" as conduct $hich
cstablishes that a violator was in thc statc ol rnind which exists when the circumstances
indicatcd that thc offcnder actively desired the prescribed criminal conscqucnccs to
ibl low his act or fai lurc to act.

Elcctionccring Communications

Act :\ lo. l4 olthc 200U First Exrraordinary Session recluires. beginniDg Jdnuary l . :010,
ccrtain broadcasts and poli t ical rnatcrial which rcfcr to a candidatc, i f  authorizod by a
sandidate, to contajn a statement to such elfect nnd the naDre o1 lhe person paying ibr thc
broadcast or poli t isal malerial,  or, i1 not authorizcd by thc candidatc. to contain thc ful l
name. physical adclress. and tclcphonc numbcr, and the rvorld-rvide web adclress (if



available) of the person, conrmittee, enlity. or organizalion paying for thc broadcast or
political nraterial and statc that thc communication is not authorizcd by any canriidate.

8527 Orsanizations

Act No, 26 ofthe 2008 F' irst Exlraordinary Session, dcfincs al l  26 U.S.C.A. \527(c)())
or8anizations (which includcs al l  campargn funds) as poli t ical cornmit lees" lbr purposes
ofthe Campaign Finance Disclosure Act and requires such organjzations to f i le the same
rcports as requircd lbr political comnittees regarding contributors. thc anrount of
contrrbutions. and cxpcnditurcs. Also rcquircs $527 organizations to f i le repofts during
thc period beginning at midnight of thc 20,r day prior to an electioD and extending
through rnidnight of election dny containing the full namc and addrcss ol cach pcrcon
from whom thc political organization has rcccivcd and accepted a contribution. or to
whom such organization has macle an expenditurc during such pcriod in cxccss ol $250.
within 48 hours o1 such cont bution or expenditure.

Crimcs

Act No.2l olthc 20013 First Extraordinary Scssion incrcascs thc pcnalt ics lbr corupl
influencing !q4 imprisonment lbr not more than live years with or \\'ilhout hard labor or
a finc of not morc than $5,000 or both !q imprisonncnt of not more thdn l0 years wilh or
without hard Iabor or a f ine of not more than S 10.000. or both.

Act No, 22 ol thc 200E First Extraordinary Scssion creatcs the crine ol abuse ol-ofl ice
and provides that no public ol l icer or public employcc shall  knorvingJy and intcntionally
use the duthority of his ofl ice or posit ion, directly or indirectly, to compel or coercc any
pcrson to provjdc thc public off iccr, public orploycc, or any other persoD with anylhing
of apparent present or prospective valuc whcn thc public officcr or cmploycc is not
entit led by the nature of his ol l ice io ihe senrces sought or thc objcct of his dcnand.
Provjdcs thc pcnalt ics for violations is a l ine up to $5,000 or imprisonment \\ ' i th or
rvithout hard labor for not less than onc vcar nor morc than fivc vcars.

Budqet TransDArencv

Act No. 20 ol the 2008 First Extraordinary Scssion rcquircs thc conmisslonel ()1
administral ion to csrablrsh and majntain a website rvhioh includes repo(s of statc
spending including the naturc and amount of appropriat ions, annual salaries and total
compcnsation ot statewide elecled oi l icials and cabinet l$,cl posit ions in thc cxccuti\e
branch of state 8ovcmmcnt. and thc total numbcr in the lable of organization tbr cach
budgel unit.  Also requires monthly spending rcports ofcach budgct unit to bc posted.



2008 Second Special Session Legislation

Tax Legislation

House Bil l  I  and Senate Bil l  T Business Uti l i t ics

Uinl inelcs lhe slale sales tax 'pennrncnt pennv" 1'or ccnain busincss uti l i t ics. including
lvater, cloctr icity, natural gas, and stcam, cf lccrivc July l ,  2008. Providcs for a sl i l tc s lcs
and usc tax cxclusion for busincss purchascs ofpropaDc aDd butrnc

. Currcnl Ralcsi Wil lcr: 3.8%l Stcrnr 1.8%; Elcctr ici!y: 3.3%; \atural Gas: I311,;;
Propanc and bulanc: :1.091,

. Proposcd Rarcs lbr July l ,  2008 JLrly l ,  2009: Watcr: 2.89nt Stcam: 2.89it
I l lcctr icity: 2.3%; \atural Gas: 2.39;; Propanc and butanc 09'o

Afler July l .  2009, i l this bi l l  is passed. there wil l  be no state salcs and usc tax duc on
Wa1cr. Slcarn, Dcclr ici ly and Nalural Cas.I lSqlLN(IIq Rcduclion of 563 mil lroD rn
FY09 through fY I I

Senate Bil l  l2 - \ lanufacturer's Machincrl &Equipmcnt

Accclcratcs thc phasc in of thc salcs and usc tax cxclusion Jbr purchascs ol '
mdnufacluriDg machincr,v and cquipmcnl by cl inl iDrt iDg thc last ycar ol thc phasc out.

Currcnl La$ Phasc-oul $i l i  bc complclcd on July 1.2010:

Tax Ratc on MN,l&Er FY 2008 54%i FY 2009 689/d; FY 2010 82-qi,

Currcnl Phasc out complctc on July l . :010

SBl2 \\ ' i l l  complete tho phasc out by July l ,  2009. FY 2008 and FY 2009 l.rx rr lcs
rcnrain thc samc. FISCAL NOTE: S 4 nl i l l ion rcduclion in FY 2010 only. No cfl ict on
FY 2009, sincc that rcduction pcrccntagc is nol changcd



Senate Bil l  5 - School Tuit ion Deduction

Authorizcs an individual inconc {ax dcdlrcl ion lor 5o-n/o ofthc amount oflui l ion and fccs

paiclor incurrcd during thc taxable ycar lbr a sludcnt's l jnrol lmcnt in tr non prol i l '

nonpubiic clcmcnlary or sccondary school which complics \\ i lh thc cri tcria scr lbrth irr

Brun/ieLl v. Dodrl or to any public clcmcntary or sccondary laboratory school oPcralcd

by a public col lcgc or univcrsity.

Addit ionally, Senalc Bil l  5 aurhorizcs a dcduction lbr 509/u oflhc anlounts paid or

incurrcd during a tax year for lcxlbooks and cunicula for homc_schoolcd sludcnls.

l imitcd lo $5,000 pcr chi ld.

Lastly, lhc bl l l  a horizcs a dcduclion for ccnain cducalional cxpcnscs for a quahly

public cducalion cqual lo 5o9/o ol lhc aclual amount Pil id. or $5 000, whichcvcr islcss,

pcr studcnl ibr thc purchasc ol-school unilbrms,lcxtbooks. cuff icula, instructronal

matcrials, or school supplics, al l  as rcquircd by lhc school

Senate Bil l  l0 - Borrolted CaDit:r l

Accclcratcs thc cl inl ination ol-bono$cd capital l iorn thc lax basc ol corporxti ' tr

i ianchis0 tax by cl iminating thc lasl ycar oflhc phase{ul

Currcnt Law Phasc-out wil l  bc complctc by Jan. 1.2012

. Rate of lnclusion of Bor_ro\\ 'ed Capital in Corporal ion Franchisc Tax l lasc:

20011]'al Ycar 58%l 2009Tax Ycar - '149i,;  2010l-axYcar 1091'

lbusc Bil l  I  wil l  conrplcrc lhc phasc ou1 ol-borro$cd capiul by JaDuirry l ,  l0l1

FISCAL NOTE: Reducrion of $26 mil l ion in FY 201 I No ci l tct on FY 2009 or FY

2010, sincc thosc rcduction pcrccnlages arc l lol changcd.

Housc Bil l  tE - Federal Stimulus Checks

Ilnsurcs thal lhc reccipl of fcdcral incomc tax rcbalc sl imulus chccks bv [-outstana

taxpaycrs wil l  not incrcasc thcif slalc individual incomc tax lhc issuc is thc fcdcr:Ll

incomc tax dcduction thal our l lxpaycrs rccci\c on lhcir stalc individual incomc tarcs' I1-

a 1!xpaycr's fcdcral inconrc lax dcduction is dccrcrscd. lhcn hc has highcr laxablc

inconrc, and thereforc a highcr tax. ! ISCAL \OTE: \ 'o dccrcaso ol slatc revsnucs



l louse Bil l  9 - Reaufhorization of thc Ncw Nlarkefs Tar Crcdit

Aulhorizcs an addit ional S50 mil l ion in a8grcgatc lax crcdits for thc Ncw Mirrkcls l 'ax
Credit prograrr Prol ides for $25 nl i l l ioD in credils lo be al locatcd bctlvccn July 1,2008
and  Dccc rnbc r  31 ,2008 .  S12 .5  m i l l i on  i n  2009 ,  and  $  12 .5  m i l l i on  i n  2010 .  Rcduccs  thc
lolal crcdi l  amounl for a singlc busincss l iom Sl5 nl i l l ion 1() 35 mil l ion. Pro\idcs for i t
$15 mil l ion l imit lbr ccrtain busincsscs that arc consislcnl $i lh Dcparlment of EconunIU
Dcvelopnlent targel iDduslnes.

Senate Bil l  T Newspaper Nlanulacturine Nlachinerv and Equipmenf Exemption

Rc-dcfincs "nranul 'acturcr" for purposcs ol lhc manulacturing nrachincrv and cqui])ncnl
salcs lax cxclusion lbr pcrsons within NAICS Codc inlbrmalion Scctor 5l I  I  l0 i l  lhoy
are rcquircd to rcgislcr $i lh the Department of Labor for uncnlploymcnl insurancc
purposcs and arc assiSncd such scctor numbcr. Cuncnlly such pcrsons rcccivc thc
cxcmplion only i f  thcy nrc no1 rcquircd to rcgislcr with thc Dcpanmont ol Labor lbr
uncmploymcnl lnsurancc purposcs

Legislation relating to expenditurcs and statc funds

House Bil l  46 - Aopropriat ion ofsurplus state seneral fund revenues from FY06-07

I lB 46 conlaDcd approprir l ioDs lolal ing :51 .015 B, r 'hich rncluded:

$500 M lbr roads, bridges and ports
$300 NI lbr coasral rcsloral ion and lcvcc rcpairs
$ -5  V  l L r  r cp r r r , , r l  , t r t c  co l l cgcs  rnd  un r rc r . r l r r ' .
$60 M for cxlra paymcnls on thc unfuDdcd accrucd l iabi l i t ics ol lhc slatc

employees' and lcachcrs' ret ircmcnt systcms
$57 N'I lbr lhc Cybcr Comn.rnd Ccntcr Projccl in Bossicr City
S50 M lor crpansion and lnrprolcmcnts at Pcnnington Biorncdical Rcscarch Ccntcl

House Concurrent Resolution I - Incrcascd the erpenditure l imit to permit use of
surDlus monies

HCRI incrcascd f ic FY07-08 cxpcndilurc l imil  from S I 1.599 B to $12.61.1 B

Scnatc Bil l  I  I  - Dedication of state sales taxes on cars and trucks and also motor
vehicl€ l icense taxes on trucks and trai lers for e\pcnditures related to hishwavs and
p.s4!

SB I I  cstablishcs lhc dcdication oflhesc rcrcnucs, with thc i irsl ycar cstinlatcd lo
gcncratc about $42 M in ncw monics dcdicalcd for highway projects. Al icr lul l
implcmcntal ion (? ycars out).1hc annual amount wil l  bc $350 NI.


